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Why the Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria Awards are important

Mental Illness Fellowship (MI Fellowship) depends upon its supporters for continuing our success as Victoria’s leading membership based not-for-profit organisation that works with people with mental illness, their families and friends. 

The MI Fellowship Awards were established in 1992 as a way of publicly acknowledging individuals both within MI Fellowship and beyond who are, in some way, helping to bring our vision and mission to fruition. 

Vision

Our vision is of a society in which mental illness will be understood and accepted. People with mental illnesses will be afforded the same regard as those with physical illnesses and resources will be available to offer early interventions and state-of-the-art treatment and support. These interventions will be so effective that long-term negative consequences of mental illness will have disappeared for the person and their family. People will no longer experience stigma and society will treat them with the same respect and dignity as any other person, and welcome and fully include them as community members.

Mission

We work with people with mental illness, their family and friends to improve their wellbeing. More specifically we work to achieve mental health reform though education, support and advocacy, and through a range of innovative programs in both membership and services.

Values 

Honesty
 Acceptance 
        Equity
  Flexibility 
   Commitment 
Participation

The Awards recognise people who have demonstrated our values and in doing so have made a real and positive difference in the lives of people with a mental illness, their friends and families. 

The categories recognise excellence, both within MI Fellowship activities (MI Fellowship Award), the broader field of mental health (Mental Health Community Award) and volunteers (Volunteer of the Year Award).

The O’Meara Award is for outstanding and significant contribution to MI Fellowship over a long period. The Blickle Award was a new category in 2005 and is for outstanding and significant contribution to the field of mental health issues. Neither the O’Meara Award nor the Blickle Award are annual due to the prestigious nature of the Awards. Life Governors are also recognised within the process for their financial contributions to MI Fellowship. 

On behalf of Mental Illness Fellowship I would also like to acknowledge the many people who are making extraordinary efforts on a daily basis towards a better future. It’s a great shame we cannot recognise each and every one of them with a special award.

If you know of someone who you believe deserves one or more of the Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria Awards, please nominate them using this form or visit www.mifellowship.org/awards.shtml
Thank you. 
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Elizabeth Crowther

Chief Executive

HOW TO MAKE A NOMINATION

1. Who can make a nomination?

Nominations can be made by members with an interest in improving the well being of people living with a mental illness, their families or friends.  All nominations must be made by 5pm on Friday 14 August 2009.
2. How you can make a nomination

Please complete the attached Confidential Form.

3. How are nominations assessed?

The Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria Awards will be selected by a specially appointed selection-working group of the Board before submission to the Board of Directors for final approval.

4. Are nominations confidential?

All nominations are strictly confidential and the information provided will be used only to assist in considering the merits of the applications and for development of citations.

5. Presentations

All Awards will be officially presented at the Annual General Meeting of Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria in October each year.

Annual Awards

Mental Illness Fellowship Award

Awarded to a participant or carer associated with the Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria, for their outstanding contribution to participants and/or carers in Mental Illness Fellowship programs.
Presentation – Framed Certificate

Mental Health Community Award

Awarded to a person working in the general community, for his or her outstanding service to people living with a mental illness or carers of people with a mental illness.

Presentation – Framed Certificate.

Volunteer of the Year Award 

Awarded to a volunteer for outstanding contribution to Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria.

Presentation - inscribed paperweight and citation.

Non-annual awards and recognition

O’Meara Award 

The O’Meara Award is MI Fellowship’s most prestigious Award for individuals who have made an outstanding and extraordinary contribution to the Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria over many years, in areas such as development of the organisation, advocacy or another significant area. It is not an annual award due to its prestigious nature. In recognition, the person receives Honorary Life Membership of Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria.

Presentation – inscribed paperweight, citation and recognition of their Honorary Life Membership.

Blickle Award

The Blickle Award is MI Fellowship’s most prestigious Award for individuals who have made sustained impact on the development of the mental health field outside of MI Fellowship. It will typically be somebody who is well known for their work in the mental health field who has made significant impact to the lives of people with a mental illness or the family members over a sustained period of time. It is not an annual award due to its prestigious nature. In recognition, the person receives honorary life membership of Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria.

Presentation - inscribed paperweight, citation and recognition of their honorary life membership.

Life Governors

Awarded to any person or family who has made a significant financial contribution to the Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria of an amount determined by the Board of Directors and published in its by-laws, to support our work in areas such as family education, health promotion, advocacy, building projects, services, or another significant area.  In recognition of this contribution any individual elected as a Life Governor receives honorary life membership of Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria.

Presentation – inscribed paperweight, citation and recognition of their honorary life membership.
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